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however, seems to question this derivation, remarking ^ that "it is only one section of Paraiyans that act as drummers. Nor is the occupation confined to Paraiyans. It seems in the highest degree improbable that a large, and at one time powerful, community should owe its name to an occasional occupation, which one of its divisions shares with other castes. The word Paraiyan is not found in Divakaram, a Tamil dictionary of the eleventh century A.D., and the word Pulayan was then used to denote this section of the population, as it is still in Malayalarn to this day." In the legend of the Saivite saint, Nandan is, in the prose version of the Periya Puranam, called a Pulayan, though a native of Shola-mandalam, which was a distinctly Tamil kingdom. Mr. W. Francis writes f that " the old Tamil poems and works of the early centuries of the Christian era do not mention the name Paraiyan, but contain many descriptions of a tribe called the Eyinas, who seem to have ^been quite distinct from the rest of the population, and did not live in the villages, but in forts of their own. Ambur and Vellore are mentioned as the sites of two of these. They may perhaps have been the ancestors of the Paraiyans of to-day,"
In a note on the Paraiyans, Sonnerat, writing J in the eighteenth century, says that "they are prohibited from drawing water from the wells of other castes ; but have particular wells of their own near their inhabitations, round which they place the bones of animals, that they may be known and avoided. When an Indian of any other caste permits a Paraiya to speak to him, this unfortunate being is obliged to hold his hand before his mouth, lest the Indian may be contaminated with his
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